and without cause.
By this recurring appearance of teachers of the " Goal of existence " human nature has acquired a new need. Mankind can no longer prosper without a periodical belief in the reasonableness of Life. Thus not only laughter and joyous wisdom, but also tragedy with all its lofty, sublime absurdity, are necessary means for the preservation of the race.
At present we are still in the time of the tragedy of existence when morality and religion rule. But a time of comedy will come, when we shall laugh at the maxim having become embodied in humanity: " The race is everything ; the individual nothing! "
Up to the present time the greatest part of the advancement and progress of humanity has been effected by the strongest and most wicked minds. They arouse society when it becomes slack; they force men to fight for their opinions.
One always calls the virtues of a man " good " in proportion to their degree of usefulness to Society, to the race, even though the individual be harmed by them. The " neighbour " praises unselfishness because it is to his advantage. If the neighbour were to think unselfishly he would refuse to benefit by the loss of force and hindrance to development which the other suffers. Above all, he would not call it good. That is the fundamental contradiction of our present system of morals: motives are contrary to principles.
All kinds of ethics are founded upon estimations and different orders of rank, which correspond to the needs of a community or herd. Through ethics the individual is induced to become a function of the community, and to consider himself of value only as such. Morality is the herd-instinct in the individual.
If to-day we see altruistic qualities in people, it is only the superfluous strength and pleasure such men have in f TTRA jmrl tfhav alwa.vs have Rome inkling" of where